
YEAR 11 SUPPORTING 

SUCCESS  2025-2026



PROGRAMME 
FOR THE 
EVENING

Mrs Jenkins - Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum and Progress)

Mr Flanagan - Head of Upper School

Mr Sidell – Lead Practitioner

Timeline, Subject assessment breakdown.  

Ofqual, JCQ rules and regulations, exam results nationally, post 
results – remarks and retakes

Careers and Post 16 pathways.  Further Education Providers

Mr Flanagan - attendance and outcomes

Mr Flanagan - Exam anxiety and stress



Examination timeline and 
guidance regarding mock exam 
papers

*Ofqual has provided guidance 
to teachers to save evidence of 
student performance, this 
includes Mock exam results.

Nov Mocks
(All subjects)

Art Mock: 3rd and 4th November 2025
Photography Mock : 5th and 6th Nov 2025
MFL Speaking mocks 9th and 10th December 2025

Dance: Actual GCSE Practical (Component 1) 3rd October
Drama: Actual GCSE Devising (Component 1) 7th November 
and week commencing 10th November 2025

Written Mocks: 17th November – 2th December*

Early Actual
Practical
Exams

Dance Actual Exam: 26th January 2026
Drama: (window 16th -27st March), confirmed by the 
moderators in Jan/Feb
Dance Actual Practical Exam 27th March

March Core 
Mocks

Core (English, Maths, Science and History)
23th February – 4th March *
Final tweaks on Tiers of Entry
MFL Speaking Mock Exams: 10th – 11th March

Formal 
Practical 
Exams

Art: 20th – 21st April 2026
Photography: 27th – 28th April 2026
Spanish Speaking: 30h April and 1st May
French Speaking: 29th and 30th April

Written
Exams

7th May – 17th June
Contingency day 24th June (national disruption)
Students should not book holidays until after the 
contingency date.



GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE

Afterschool support:
Mondays and Wednesdays
Please check with your teacher



Literature Paper 1: 11th May AM

• 1 hour 45 mins (some students get extra time)

• Section A: One question on Romeo and Juliet

• Section B: One question on 19th century novel:  

 The Sign of Four

 A Christmas Carol

CLOSED BOOK

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE



Literature Paper 2: 19th May AM

• 2 hours 15 mins

• Section A: One question on An Inspector Calls

• Section B: One question on Power and Conflict Poetry

• Section C: One question on Unseen Poetry

• One comparison of two unseen poems

CLOSED BOOK

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE



En
glish

 Lite
ratu

re
BBMA How to revise for …

Top Tips:
• Reread or watch the core texts 
• Memorise key quotations
• Practise analysing those key quotations
• Identify key themes in each text – what 

quotations, plot points, big ideas and 
context match those themes? 

• Complete past papers and hand to your 
teacher to mark and feedback. 

• Don’t just revise the texts that you are most 
familiar with. 

• Identify literary techniques but explore the 
effects of those techniques. 

• Practise unseen poetry questions too. 

Useful Links:

Benji English Revision Website
Paper One Past Papers
Paper Two Past Papers
BBC Bitesize
Seneca
SparkNotes
Mr Bruff Revision Videos

What should I revise?
AQA - ‘Romeo and Juliet’ – ‘A Christmas Carol’ – ‘An Inspector Calls’ – ‘Power and Conflict Poetry’ 
Plot – Big Ideas – Themes – Key Quotations – Literary/Poetic Techniques – Context 

https://sites.google.com/view/benjaminbrittenenglishrevision/home
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-literature/aqa-paper-1/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-literature/aqa-paper-2/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/?scr=1
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff


GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Afterschool Support :
Mondays and Thursdays 
Please check with your teacher



Language Paper 1: 21st May AM

•1 hour 45 mins

• Section A: Reading

 One fiction extract, answer four questions

• Section B: Writing

 One creative/descriptive task

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE



Language Paper 2: 5th June AM

• 1 hour 45 mins

• Section A: Reading

Two non - fiction extracts, answer four questions

• Section B: Writing

One persuasive/argumentative task

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE



An Introduction to 
Reading Plus Homework
For parents and guardians



What is Reading Plus? 

Reading Plus is an online programme that helps 
students strengthen the reading skills needed 
for success in their GCSEs and beyond.

Through Reading Plus, your child will:

•Build vocabulary – learning new words that 
support stronger writing and analysis.

•Improve comprehension – developing deeper 
understanding of texts across all subjects.

•Increase reading speed and stamina – enabling 
them to read exam papers more confidently and 
manage time effectively.



How does Reading Plus work?

• When students first log in, they complete an assessment which sets their starting level.

• They can then choose from over 1,200 engaging texts – including fiction, non-fiction, 
and subject-based reading.

• The programme tracks their progress and recommends texts to broaden their reading 
range.

• Each week, students are expected to:

• Complete 5 reading tasks (with 10 comprehension questions each) AND

• Complete 1 vocabulary task to strengthen word knowledge

• OR, as set individually by their teacher

• The system adapts to each student, ensuring they are always working at the right level 
of challenge to make progress.



• The Guided Window blocks out other 
lines of text on the page so students 
can focus on the line they are reading. 

• This stops their eyes from getting 
distracted, jumping ahead, or falling 
behind.

• The speed of the box is set to each 
student’s needs.  Students may have 
the option to increase the speed of the 
window when they score above 80% in 
the end-of-story tests.

A video of the Guided Window in action.

The Guided Window



GCSE MATHEMATICS

Afterschool support:
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays
Please check with your teacher



Exam board: AQA       Specification code: 8300

• 3 written exam papers each equally weighted
• Foundation tier – covering grades 1 to 5
• Higher tier – covering grades 4 to 9
• Each exam paper consists of a mix of question styles, 

from short, single-mark questions (including multiple 
choice) to multi-step problems. 

• The mathematical demand increases as a student 
progresses through the paper.

• Tier of Entry is NOT shown on your result sheet

GCSE MATHEMATICS



• In addition to the subject content, students 
should be able to recall, select and apply 
mathematical formulae.

• The Department for Education (DfE) and Ofqual
has confirmed that students taking exams in 
2025, 2026 and 2027 will not need to memorise 
the usual formulae for GCSE Maths. 

• This means that full equations and formulae 
sheets will be provided for these subjects in the 
2025, 2026 and 2027 exams only.

GCSE MATHEMATICS

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-mathematics-physics-and-combined-science-gcses-in-2025-2026-and-2027


Paper 1
14th May AM

• 1 hour 30 minutes

• 80 marks

GCSE MATHEMATICS



Paper 2
3rd June AM
• 1 hour 30 

minutes

• 80 marks

GCSE MATHEMATICS



Paper 3
10th June AM
• 1 hour 30 minutes

• 80 marks

GCSE MATHEMATICS



MEAT SHEETS



USEFUL MATHEMATICS WEBSITES

Use Single Sign-On to log in.
Click the Google or Microsoft icons then use 

your school network details e.g. 21SmithJ



GCSE SCIENCE
COMBINED AND SEPARATE

Afterschool Support: Monday: Biology and Chemistry​
Tuesday: Biology, Chemistry and Physics​
Friday    : Physics 



COMBINED SCIENCE

• The assessment is 1 hour and 15 mins.

• The assessment is out of 70 marks.

• Students must answer all questions.

• The paper will include multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and open response 
questions.

• Calculators may be used in the examination.

• Available at foundation tier and higher tier.

• The foundation tier paper target grades 1-1 to 5-5.

• The higher tier paper target grades 4-4 to 9-9.

KEY DATES

Date Paper Topics

12th May 
PM Combined Biology 

Paper 1

Cell biology
Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics

18th May
AM

Combined 
Chemistry Paper 1

Atomic structure and the periodic table
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes
Energy changes

2nd June
AM Combined Physics 

Paper 1

Energy
Electricity
Particle model of matter
Atomic structure

8th June
AM

Combined Biology 
Paper 2

Homeostasis and response
Inheritance, variation and evolution
Ecology

12th June
AM

Combined 
Chemistry Paper 2

The rate and extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry
Chemical analysis
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources

15th June
AM

Combined Physics 
Paper 2

Forces
Waves
Magnetism and electromagnetism



SEPARATE SCIENCES

• The assessment is 1 hour and 45 mins.

• The assessment is out of 100 marks.

• Students must answer all questions.

• The paper will include multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer and open response questions.

• Calculators may be used in the examination.

• Available at foundation tier and higher tier.

• The foundation tier paper with target grades 1–5.

• The higher tier paper with target grades 4–9.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Paper Topics

Biology 
Paper 1

Cell biology, Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics.

Chemistry 
Paper 1

Atomic structure and the periodic table, Bonding, 
Structure and the properties of matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes
Energy changes.

Physics Paper 
1

Energy
Electricity
Particle model of matter
Atomic structure.

Biology 
Paper 2

Homeostasis and Response,
Inheritance variation and evolution
Ecology.

Chemistry 
Paper 2

The rate and extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry
Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources.

Physics Paper 
2

Forces
Waves 
Magnetism and electromagnetism
Space physics.



REVISION TIPS ALL SUBJECTS



REVISION GUIDES

• We have managed to negotiate a great deal on 
certain revision materials when purchased in bulk.

• Any revision materials are available to order on 
the MyChildAtSchool App

• Click on the Store icon at the bottom of the main 
page on the app to see what is available

• Add the ones you would like to order to your 
basket and then checkout using the shopping 
trolley icon in the top right using card, ApplePay or 
GooglePay. 

• As soon as they arrive in school they will be given 
to your child







Contingency day 24th June 
(national disruption)
Students should not book 
holidays until after the 
contingency date.



WHAT HAPPENS IF MY CHILD IS ILL AT THE 

TIME OF ASSESSMENT?

• The Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) guidance states that if your child is ill 
at the time of Assessment, your child may be eligible for special consideration. 

• All applications must be supported by the school.

• The current guidance states that at least 25% of the total assessment must
have been completed.

• An award cannot be made where none of the components/units within a 
specification have been completed.

• The calculation, if awarded, is made by the exam board and not by the school 
and must be applied for at the time of assessment.



SPECIAL CONSIDERATION

• Special consideration will give a 
% increase in a child’s exam 
score

• These only range from 1% to 5%
• If you would like more details, 

please speak to me afterwards



CAN THE SCHOOL SUBMIT A GRADE FOR MY CHILD, WHO IS 
CURRENTLY NOT ATTENDING SCHOOL?

There is no facility for the school to award grades. If your child does not 
attend school or their exams the school is not able to submit a Teacher 
Assessed Grade on their behalf.

WHEN WILL MY CHILD RECEIVE THEIR EXAM TIMETABLE?
• Your child’s exam timetable will be published at the end of March.
• Exam boards have set aside ‘contingency days’ in the exam timetables, 

these are for national emergencies only. They are not for students who 
have missed an exam due to illness, holidays etc.

• PLEASE ENSURE NO HOLIDAYS ARE BOOKED DURING THE 
EXAM SEASON, AFTER EASTER TO THE END OF JUNE.



FULL PROVISIONAL EXAM TIMETABLE



POST 16
ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO BE 
IN FULL TIME EDUCATION UNTIL THE 
AGE OF 18.  

As a general guide:

• 5 GCSE or equivalent passes at a 
Grade 5 or above to progress to A 
level courses

• At least one grade 4 or above in 
English and/or Maths for some 
post 16 courses

• To study a subject at A level, 
students usually require at least a 
Grade 5 in that subject at GCSE.

• A level Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, Maths and French require 
a Grade 6 at GCSE.

• Most apprenticeships require a 
minimum grade 4 in English and 
Maths



What’s your next move?

Your GCSEs

You have 5 or more GCSEs at 9-4 You have fewer than 5 GCSEs at 9-4

A Levels Level 3 
BTEC

Level 3 
Diploma

Level 3 
Advanced 

Apprenticeship

Level 2 
Intermediate 

Apprenticeship

Level 2 
BTEC

Traineeship

Whilst you can go into employment 
after a Level 2 qualification, many 
employers will require you to do a 

Level 3 Qualification first.

Technical 
Certificates 

NVQs

After completing 
a Traineeship, 

most people go 
on to do a Level 

2 Apprenticeship, 
but you could go 
into employment 

if you are 18+.

Gap 
Year

University Higher/ Degree 
Apprenticeship

What’s next?

Employment / more education if you wish!



CAREERS PROVISION FOR STUDENTS IN YEAR 11

• Every student will have a one-to-one meeting with the 
Careers team.

• Additional ‘drop-in’ guidance and support will be 
available in the Library every Monday-Thursday, 3:30-
5:00pm. 

• This is particularly useful for help with completing post-
16 applications and creating CVs.



CAREERS PROVISION FOR STUDENTS IN YEAR 11

• Local colleges and education providers will be delivering 
assemblies.

• Subject specific extra-curricular workshops and workshops 
aimed at enhancing general skills, such as effective 
revision techniques, will be delivered throughout the year.

• The school website will be regularly updated with useful 
careers information and notifications of upcoming open 
days, information evenings and trips.



TARGETED INTERVENTION
• After Mocks starting in the New Year we will be 

running a series of specific afterschool classes 
for each student

• You will receive a letter, with your child 
assigned to two or more sessions.

• Whilst not compulsory, students are strongly 
encouraged to attend

Monday

(3:15 –4:00)

Tuesday

(3:15 –4:00)

Wednesday

(3:15 –4:00)

Thursday

(3:15 –4:00)

Friday

(3:15 –4:00)

Maths English Art



• Children will receive their examination results 
on Thursday 20th August from 9.30am-12 pm.

• Results will be handed to students in the 
Sports Hall.

• It is important that students sign permission 
slips for access to exam papers

• Allows teachers to review exam papers for 
students who are close to grade boundaries

EXAM RESULTS DAY



PASS RATES IN ENGLAND
English Language

• These are national pass 
rates

• They aren’t the pass rate 
awarded to each school

• YOU CAN ALL PASS



PASS RATES IN ENGLAND
English literature

• These are national pass 
rates

• They aren’t the pass rate 
awarded to each school

• YOU CAN ALL PASS



PASS RATES IN ENGLAND
Mathematics

• These are national pass 
rates

• They aren’t the pass rate 
awarded to each school

• YOU CAN ALL PASS



REVIEW OF MARKING AND RETAKES

WHAT IS THE GCSE REVIEW OF MARKING?

• A GCSE review is a process of requesting a review of a GCSE 
grade assigned by an exam board.

• The process is usually initiated by the school, student or their 
parents, who believe that their grade is an unfair representation of 
what they demonstrated in the exam. 

• The process involves several steps, including contacting the 
secondary school, which then contacts the exam board to request a 
review of the student’s paper.

https://edumentors.co.uk/blog/everything-you-need-to-know-about-gcse-exams-in-2022/


HOW MUCH DOES A GCSE REVIEW COST?

A GCSE clerical re-check typically costs between 
£9.40 for the AQA

and £13.10 EdExcel per unit or component.

Review of marking checks whether the mark 
scheme was applied correctly.

Typical Costs

• AQA: £43.50 per unit/component for GCSEs.

• Edexcel: £46.70 per paper for GCSEs.

• OCR: £65.25 for a review of marking per paper.



MARKING REVIEW STATISTICS



RE-SITS AT COLLEGE

• The government’s resits policy forces students who 
have not achieved a pass in English and/or maths 
GCSE by age 16 to continue to work towards 
achieving these qualifications as a condition of their 
places being funded.

• Students who achieve a grade 3 have to retake their 
GCSE

• Students with a grade 2 or below can either take a 
functional skills level 2 or resit their GCSE.

• Typically students can resit in November or the 
following Summer.





MR FLANAGAN
HEAD OF UPPER SCHOOL



Attendance
Behaviour
Coursework, class work and of course, homework

WHAT IS YOUR ATTITUDE TO 
LEARNING LIKE?

CONCERN
WORKING 
TOWARDS

GOOD VERY GOOD OUTSTANDING



ATTENDANCE = ATTAINMENT

• On average 71.5% of students 
who have 95% attendance 
and above achieve 5 GCSEs at 
a grade 5+. 

• Missed lessons = less 
understanding and lower 
confidence.



• Check you are up-to-date with your 
Non-Examined Assessments (NEA) / 
coursework.

• Drawing up a basic revision 
timetable where time is set aside to 
focus on studies can help to keep 
you on track and save a last-minute 
panic.

Mr Sidell is updating this – please 
see him for last year’s example

KEEP ON TOP OF THINGS



MAKE SURE YOU’VE GOT EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED

As simple as it sounds, new pens 
and notebooks (or flashcards) can 
be a real motivator in encouraging 
teenagers to revise. 

Ensuring that they’ve got the 
equipment they need is a good 
starting point.



• Ensure they’ve got somewhere 
quiet to focus, without 
distractions

• A desk in their bedroom or a 
clear table is perfect. 

• School breakout areas
• After school revision 

classes…excellent

TEENAGE BRAINS CAN BE 
EASILY DISTRACTED…



• To revise successfully, 
teenagers need to be well 
rested. 

• Encourage them to get at 
least eight hours of sleep a 
night.

• They’ll benefit from some 
wind-down time before bed 
with time away from screens 
and revision.

SLEEP



EATING WELL

• To revise successfully, it’s 
important to eat a balanced diet 
and drink plenty of water. 

• Scientists recommend eating a 
diet rich in omega 3 to boost 
brain power. 

• It is also imperative to eat 
breakfast before exams.



You might think you’ve struck gold 
with a teenager who just can’t get 
enough of revision.
In fact working constantly can cause 
them to be less productive overall. 

BREAKS





Stress and anxiety seem 
to go hand in hand with 
exams. 

“It’s not the end of the 
world if you don’t get 
what you want or 
expected.”

MENTAL HEALTH 



The role of parents in 
ensuring academic 
success is invaluable.

Thank you for attending 
this evening.



CONTACT DETAILS
EMAIL: 

• k.jenkins@benjaminbritten.school

• d.flanagan@benjaminbritten.school

• e.smith@benjaminbritten.school

• m.sidell@benjaminbritten.school

• N.wright@benjaminbritten.school

• N.Norton@benjaminbritten.school

TELEPHONE: 01502 582312

WEBSITE: www.benjaminbritten.school

EXTENDED PRESENTATION WILL BE POSTED ON THE SCHOOL’S WEBSITE.

mailto:k.jenkins@benjaminbritten.school
mailto:d.flanagan@benjaminbritten.school
mailto:e.smith@benjaminbritten.school
mailto:m.sidell@benjaminbritten.school
mailto:N.wright@benjaminbritten.school
mailto:N.Norton@benjaminbritten.school
http://www.benjaminbritten.school/

