
YEAR 10 

SUPPORTING SUCCESS 2026



PROGRAMME 
FOR THE 
EVENING

Mrs Jenkins - Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum and Progress)
Route through Years 10 and 11; NEA components and how to 
organise yourself

Mrs Wright, Miss Pankhurst and Mrs Clipsham

English Language and Literature; Mathematics and Science

Mr Sidell ςLead Practitioner

Technical - Google Classroom, Useful websites, After school 
revision sessions and morning intervention

Mrs Adams
Exam anxiety and stress, work experience

Chance to talk to subject teachers - see map

Mr Flanagan
Attendance and outcomes



Where you are this time next year?



Examination timeline and 
guidance regarding mock exam 
papers

*Ofqual has provided guidance 
to teachers to save evidence of 
student performance, this 
includes Mock exam results.

Christmas Year 10 Submission on coursework for Sports Studies

Coursework for 
Easter Year 10

Submission on coursework for Child Development and iMedia

June/July 
Written Mocks 
Practical Mocks

Nov Mocks
(All subjects)

Practical Mocks: early November
Dance: Actual GCSE Practical (Component 1) 
Drama: Actual GCSE Devising (Component 1) 
Written Mocks: mid November ςearlyDecember*

Coursework for 
Christmas

Child Development, Sports Studies, iMedia

Early Actual 
Practical
Exams

English Spoken Endorsement: early January 27
Dance Practical Exam:  early January 27
Dramawindow mid - end of March 27
Dance Actual Practical Exam: end of March 27

March Core Mocks

Core (English, Maths, Science and History)
February ςMarch 
Final tweaks on Tiers of Entry
MFL Speaking Mock Exams: March

Coursework for 
Easter Year 11

Hospitality and Catering, Engineering and Business Studies

Formal Practical  
Exams

Hospitality and Catering April 2027
Art: April 2027
Photography: April 2027
Spanish Speaking: end of April
French Speaking: end ofApril

Written Exams

May ςend ofJune
Contingency day(national disruption)
Students should not book holidays until after the contingency
date.



GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE

Afterschool support:

Please check with your teacher



Paper 1
Å1 hour 45 mins (some students get extra time)

ÅSection A: One question on Romeo and Juliet

ÅSection B: One question on A Christmas Carol

CLOSED BOOK

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE



Paper 2

Å2 hours 15 mins

ÅSection A: One question on An Inspector Calls

ÅSection B: One question on Power and Conflict Poetry

ÅSection C: One question on Unseen Poetry

ÅOne comparison of two unseen poems

CLOSED BOOK

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE
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BBMA Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ Χ

Top Tips:
Å Reread or watch the core texts 
Å Memorise key quotations
Å Practise analysing those key quotations
Å Identify key themes in each text ςwhat 

quotations, plot points, big ideas and 
context match those themes? 

Å Complete past papers and hand to your 
teacher to mark and feedback. 

Å5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜǾƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
familiar with. 

Å Identify literary techniques but explore the 
effects of those techniques. 

Å Practise unseen poetry questions too. 

Useful Links:

Benji English Revision Website
Paper One Past Papers
Paper Two Past Papers
BBC Bitesize
Seneca
SparkNotes
Mr Bruff Revision Videos

What should I revise?
AQA -ΨwƻƳŜƻ ŀƴŘ WǳƭƛŜǘΩ ςΨ! /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭΩ ςΨ!ƴ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ /ŀƭƭǎΩ ςΨtƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ tƻŜǘǊȅΩ 
Plot ςBig Ideas ςThemes ςKey Quotations ςLiterary/Poetic Techniques ςContext 

https://sites.google.com/view/benjaminbrittenenglishrevision/home
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-literature/aqa-paper-1/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-literature/aqa-paper-2/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/?scr=1
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff


GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Afterschool Support :

Please check with your teacher



Language Paper 1: 

Å1 hour 45 mins

ÅSection A: Reading

One fiction extract, answer four questions

ÅSection B: Writing

One creative/descriptive task

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE



Language Paper 2:

Å1 hour 45 mins

ÅSection A: Reading

Two non - fiction extracts, answer four questions

ÅSection B: Writing

One persuasive/argumentative task

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE



English Literature 
Homework



An Introduction to 
Reading Plus Homework
For parents and guardians



What is Reading Plus? 

Reading Plus is an online programme that 
helps students strengthen the reading skills 
needed for success in their GCSEs and 
beyond.

Through Reading Plus, your child will:

ÅBuild vocabularyïlearning new words that 
support stronger writing and analysis.

ÅImprove comprehensionïdeveloping 
deeper understanding of texts across all 
subjects.

ÅIncrease reading speed and staminaï
enabling them to read exam papers more 
confidently and manage time effectively.



How does Reading Plus work?

ÅWhen students first log in, they complete an assessment which sets their starting 
level.

ÅThey can then choose from over 1,200 engaging texts ïincluding fiction, non-
fiction, and subject-based reading.

ÅThe programme tracks their progress and recommends texts to broaden their 
reading range.

ÅEach week, students are expected to:

ÅComplete 5 reading tasks (with 10 comprehension questions each) AND

ÅComplete 1 vocabulary task to strengthen word knowledge

ÅOR, as set individually by their teacher

ÅThe system adapts to each student, ensuring they are always working at the right 
level of challenge to make progress.



ÅThe Guided Window blocks out other 
lines of text on the page so students can 
focus on the line they are reading. 

ÅThis stops their eyes from getting 
distracted, jumping ahead, or falling 
behind.

ÅThe speed of the box is set to each 
studentôs needs.  Students may have 
the option to increase the speed of 
the window when they score above 
80% in the end-of-story tests.

A video of the Guided Window in 
action.

The Guided Window



GCSE MATHEMATICS



Exam board: AQA       Specification code: 8300

Å3 written exam papers each equally weighted
ÅFoundation tier ςcovering grades 1 to 5
ÅHigher tier ςcovering grades 4 to 9
ÅEach exam paper consists of a mix of question styles, 

from short, single-mark questions (including multiple 
choice) to multi-step problems. 

ÅThe mathematical demand increases as a student 
progresses through the paper.

ÅTier of Entry is NOT shown on your result sheet

GCSE MATHEMATICS



ÅIn addition to the subject content, children 
should be able to recall, select and apply 
mathematical formulae.

ÅThe Department for Education (DfE) and Ofqual 
hasconfirmedthat students taking exams in 
2026 and 2027 will not need to memorise the 
usual formulae for GCSE Maths. 

ÅThis means that full equations and formulae 
sheets will be provided for these subjects in the 
2026 and 2027 exams only.

GCSE MATHEMATICS

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-mathematics-physics-and-combined-science-gcses-in-2025-2026-and-2027


ÅA scientific calculatoris required for paper 2 and 
paper 3. This is provided but could be any model. 
We recommend each child has their own 
calculator that they know how to use.

ÅVarious models are available, we prefer the 
older models (pre-нлнрύ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ Ψ/ŀǎƛƻ 
ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƻǊΩ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŜΦ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳŀǘƘǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀ 
particular model.

ÅWe also recommend that each child has their 
own  geometry set consisting of a protractor, pair 
of compasses and ruler. 

GCSE MATHEMATICS



Paper 1

Å 1 hour 30 minutes

Å 80 marks

GCSE MATHEMATICS



Paper 2

Å 1 hour 30 minutes

Å 80 marks

GCSE MATHEMATICS



Paper 3

Å 1 hour 30 minutes

Å 80 marks

GCSE MATHEMATICS



MEAT SHEETS



USEFUL MATHEMATICS WEBSITES

Use Single Sign-On to 
log in.

Click the Google or 
Microsoft icons then 

use your school 
network details e.g. 

21SmithJ@ 
benjaminbritten.school



Maths homework 

Maths homework is set 
weeklyby means of:
- MathsWatch
- Exam papers
- Revision mats
- Drill practice
- Financial tasks

Specific details for each 
class homework can be 
found on their Google 
Classroom.



GCSE SCIENCE
COMBINED AND SEPARATE

Afterschool Support: 
Check with your Science Teachers
Plus Drop-in available on Wednesday 
3:30pm
Biology - Atkins Lab
Chemistry - Haber Lab
Physics - Science Computer Suite



COMBINED SCIENCE
ÅThe assessment is 1 hour and 15 mins.

ÅThe assessment is out of 70 marks.

ÅStudents must answer all questions.

ÅThe paper will include multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer, and open response 
questions.

ÅCalculators may be used in the examination.

ÅAvailable at foundation tier and higher tier.

ÅThe foundation tier paper target grades 1-1 to 5-5.

ÅThe higher tier paper target grades 5-5 to 9-9.

Course Overview

Paper Topics

Combined Biology 
Paper 1

Cell biology
Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics

Combined 
Chemistry Paper 1

Atomic structure and the periodic table
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes
Energy changes

Combined Physics 
Paper 1

Energy
Electricity
Particle model of matter
Atomic structure

Combined Biology 
Paper 2

Homeostasis and response
Inheritance, variation and evolution
Ecology

Combined 
Chemistry Paper 2

The rate and extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry
Chemical analysis
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources

Combined Physics 
Paper 2

Forces
Waves
Magnetism and electromagnetism









SEPARATE SCIENCES

ÅThe assessment is 1 hour and 45 mins.

ÅThe assessment is out of 100 marks.

ÅStudents must answer all questions.

ÅThe paper will include multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer and open response questions.

ÅCalculators may be used in the examination.

ÅAvailable at foundation tier and higher tier.

ÅThe foundation tier paper with target grades 1ς5.

ÅThe higher tier paper with target grades 4ς9.

KEY DATES

Paper Topics

Biology 
Paper 1

Cell biology, Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics.

Chemistry 
Paper 1

Atomic structure and the periodic table, Bonding, 
Structure and the properties of matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes 
Energy changes.

Physics 
Paper 1

Energy
Electricity
Particle model of matter
Atomic structure.

Biology 
Paper 2

Homeostasis and Response,
Inheritance variation and evolution 
Ecology.

Chemistry 
Paper 2

The rate and extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry
Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources.

Physics 
Paper 2

Forces
Waves 
Magnetism and electromagnetism
Space physics.

































REVISION TIPS ALL SUBJECTS


